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LIVING WITH HOPE: OLD 
TESTAMENT PATTERNS FOR 
THE PEOPLE OF GOD

SINAI: SABBATH AND SANCTUARY –
SIGNS OF YAHWEH’S GLORY 

TO MOSES AND TO ISRAEL

ZION: TEMPLE AND CITY

SIGNS OF YAHWEH’S GLORIOUS 
PRESENCE WITH THE MESSIANIC AGENCY
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BIBLE FACTS AND PATTERNS

FACTS
VERSES

NAMES

TRIVIA

SCRIPTURE 
MEMORIZATION

DEVOTIONAL 
READING

PATTERNS
CONNECTION OF 
TEXTS, NAMES, TRIVIA 
IN SCRIPTURE IN A 
HOLISTIC WAY
DISCERNING 
PATTERNS THAT OPEN 
THE WORLD OF THE 
TEXT
SIMILAR TO

ANY SCIENCE OR 
ACADEMIC 
DISCIPLINE
ANY BOOK OR WORK 
OF ART
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SINAI: THE MESSAGE OF 
THE PENTATEUCH

PART I - CREATION AS TEMPLE

THE SABBATH

FROM ADAM TO MOSES

PART II - SINAI: SANCTUARY 
AND SABBATH
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CREATION AS TEMPLE

GOD’S CREATION REVEALS ORDER
Water and sky: creatures in water and flying creatures; Heavenly
bodies in space

Water and land: vegetation, animals, and humans

Blessing on animals and humans

Appointment of rulers
In heaven: sun, moon, and stars – Gen 1:17  God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 1:18  to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God saw that 
it was good.

On earth: humans in the image of God - 1:28  God blessed them and 
said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and 
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and 
over every living creature that moves on the ground." 
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CREATION AS TEMPLE

THE GARDEN OF EDEN: 
TEMPLE-LIKE SANCTUARY

RELATIONSHIP WITH YAHWEH – 2:7  the LORD God 
formed the man; it is also the name from the dust of the ground 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being.

GARDEN- 2:8  Now the LORD God had planted a garden in the 
east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 2:9  And 
the LORD God made all kinds of trees grow out of the ground--
trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. 
TREES OF LIFE AND OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
GOOD AND EVIL- In the middle of the garden were the tree 
of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
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CREATION AS TEMPLE

RIVER WITH PRECIOUS METALS, STONES - 2:10  
A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was 
separated into four headwaters. 2:11  The name of the first is the 
Pishon; it winds through the entire land of Havilah, where there is 
gold. 2:12  (The gold of that land is good; aromatic resin and onyx 
are also there.) 2:13  The name of the second river is the Gihon; it 
winds through the entire land of Cush. 2:14  The name of the third 
river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Asshur. And the 
fourth river is the Euphrates.

SERVICE – 2:15  The LORD God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.
PARTNERSHIP OF ADAM AND EVE - 2:23  The man 
said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she 
shall be called `woman,  for she was taken out of man." 2:24  For 
this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and they will become one flesh. 2:25  The man and his 
wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.

 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 



Slide 7 
THE PRIESTLY SERVICE  OF HUMAN 
BEINGS IN GOD’S TEMPLE

WORK AS WORSHIP - 2:15  The LORD God 
took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to 
work (= serve) it and take care (= observe, guard) 
of it. . . . 2:18  The LORD God said, "It is not 
good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper 
suitable for him.“

RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD: THE IMAGE OF GOD

SOCIAL NETWORK: THE FAMILY

THE “TEMPLE/PALACE”: WORK A WORSHIP

 
___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

___________________________________ 

Slide 8 
CREATION AND SABBATH

ORDERLY TIME
SEQUENCE OF 2*3 DAYS +1
HEAVENLY BODIES - Gen 1:5  God called the light "day," 
and the darkness he called "night." And there was evening, and 
there was morning--the first day. . . . 1:14  And God said, "Let 
there be lights in the expanse of the sky to separate the day from 
the night, and let them serve as signs to mark seasons and days and 
years, 1:15  and let them be lights in the expanse of the sky to give 
light on the earth." And it was so. 1:16  God made two great lights-
-the greater light to govern the day and the lesser light to govern 
the night. He also made the stars. 1:17  God set them in the 
expanse of the sky to give light on the earth, 1:18  to govern the 
day and the night, and to separate light from darkness. And God 
saw that it was good. 1:19  And there was evening, and there was
morning--the fourth day. . . . 
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CREATION AND SABBATH

SABBATH: THE CONSECRATION OF WORK - 2:1  
Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their 
vast array.  2:2  By the seventh day God had finished the 
work he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested; 
from all his work.

The word “work” is associated with the kind of work Israel did 
when constructing the tabernacle. SEE Exod 40:33  “Then Moses 
set up the courtyard around the tabernacle and altar and put up the 
curtain at the entrance to the courtyard. And so Moses finished the 
work.”
Rest =  cessation from work
Weekly cycle of initiation and completion work
Westermann, “The time which God created is structured: days of 
work have their goal in a day of rest” (Genesis I, 171)
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BETWEEN CREATION AND 
ISRAEL’S SOJOURN IN EGYPT

OUT OF THE 
NATIONS

AFTER THE 
FLOOD

EDEN

EXODUSBABELFLOOD

FAITHREVOLUTIONCORRUPTION

COVENANT 
W. BLESSING

CREATION 
COVENANT

ALIENATION

CALLGOD’S 
COMMITMENT 
TO LIFE

REBELLION

ABRAHAMNOAHADAM & EVE
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BETWEEN CREATION AND ISRAEL’S 
SOJOURN IN EGYPT

SIN HAS ENTERED THE WORLD AND HAS 
CHANGED OUR EXPECTATIONS

CREATION IS IN EXILE
HUMANS ARE EXILED FROM “THE INNER 
TEMPLE”
EXPERIENCE OF ALIENATION IN OUR 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH

GOD
CREATION
ONE ANOTHER
THE SELF

LONGING FOR RECONCILIATION, ORDER, AND 
REST - 5:29  He (Lamech) named him Noah and said, "He will 
comfort us in the labor and painful toil of our hands caused by 
the ground the LORD has cursed." 
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BETWEEN CREATION AND ISRAEL’S 
SOJOURN IN EGYPT

GOD REMAINS COMMITTED TO 
CREATION, HUMANITY, AND LIFE

BLESSING
COVENANT WITH NOAH

A NEW COMMUNITY THAT WILL SERVE HIM
Noah

Walk with God
Righteous

Abraham
Faith
Suffering
Character
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BETWEEN CREATION AND 
ISRAEL’S SOJOURN IN EGYPT

Yahweh gives his Promises to Abraham
Seed: New Community

Land/Earth

Presence
Provision

Protection

Yahweh’s Oath
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PART II: SINAI

SANCTUARY

&

SABBATH
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YAHWEH’S HOLINESS AND GLORY:
PARALLEL STRUCTURE IN EXODUS

COV. RENEWAL, 34:8-26COVENANT, 24

THE GLORIOUS PRESENCE OF 
YAHWEH WITH ISRAEL IN 
THE WILDERNESS, 40:36-38

REVELATION OF YAHWEH’S 
GLORY, 40:34-35

REVELATION OF YAHWEH’S 
GLORY TO MOSES, 33:18-34:7

MOSES’ GLORY, 34:29-35IDOLATRY AND MOSES’
INTERCESION, 32:1-33:17

TWO TABLETS OF THE LAW, 
34:27-28

TWO TABLETS OF THE LAW,  
31:18  

SABBATH, 35:1-3SABBATH, 31:12-17

SANCTUARY INSTRUCTIONS  
AND COMPLETION, 35:4-40:33

SANCTUARY INSTRUCTIONS, 
25:1-31:11
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THE REVELATION OF

YAHWEH'S GLORY
YAHWEH’S PRESENCE THROUGH MOSES

WONDERS
THE REVELATION OF YAHWEH’S GLORY THROUGH 
MOSES

PRAYER FOR– 33:18  Then Moses said, "Now show me 
your glory."  
ANSWER - 33:19  And the LORD said, "I will cause all my 
goodness to pass in front of you, and I will proclaim my name, 
the LORD, in your presence. I will have mercy on whom I will 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I will have 
compassion. 33:20  But," he said, "you cannot see my face, for 
no one may see me and live."  33:21  Then the LORD said, 
"There is a place near me where you may stand on a rock. 
33:22  When my glory passes by, I will put you in a cleft in the
rock and cover you with my hand until I have passed by. 33:23  
Then I will remove my hand and you will see my back; but my 
face must not be seen."
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THE REVELATION OF

YAHWEH'S GLORY

THE REVELATION OF YAHWEH’S 
PERFECTIONS - 34:5  Then the LORD came down 
in the cloud and stood there with him and 
proclaimed his name, the LORD. 34:6  And he 
passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, "The LORD, 
the LORD, the compassionate and gracious God, 
slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, 
34:7  maintaining love to thousands, and forgiving 
wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave 
the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children and 
their children for the sin of the fathers to the third 
and fourth generation." 
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THE REVELATION OF

YAHWEH'S GLORY

YAHWEH’S GLORY WITH MOSES
Exod 34:34  But whenever he entered the LORD's 
presence to speak with him, he removed the veil until 
he came out. And when he came out and told the 
Israelites what he had been commanded, 34:35  they 
saw that his face was radiant. . . .
SEE 2 Cor 3:7  Now if the ministry that brought death, 
which was engraved in letters on stone, came with 
glory, so that the Israelites could not look steadily at the 
face of Moses because of its glory, fading though it 
was,  3:8  will not the ministry of the Spirit be even 
more glorious?  3:9  If the ministry that condemns men 
is glorious, how much more glorious is the ministry that 
brings righteousness!
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